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From Davinesy Lo Light

Silently weeping in the dark at a corner,
Pulling his head in between his knees,
Wanting to block all the horrendous sounds,
Trying to forget the images of barbaric acts
That he has to witness almost every day

Arms wrapped tightly around his mom
Tears in his eyes, he asks meekly
“How long Ma? How long will be
Violence and injustice all around us?”
His mom, unable to utter a single word
Embraced him more warmly this time.

Eerie silence enveloping the houses
Which were once full of delight and joy.

A home they can no longer live in
Contentedly

Somewhere in the world,

Where we are sleeping peacefully,

Others are living in sheer terror and fright

Every night a mother cries for her lost child,
And a woman sobs for her husband to return.
Where children are missing their childhood,

While the miscreants are roaming fearlessly
Still plotting about atrocious cruelties.

Inspite of this | want you to believe
In the power of The-Almighty, The-All
hearing.

And Still hope, for the time will surely come,
Where no innocent shall have to suffer
The loss of his loved ones.

Where equity will surely prevail,
And brutality will face its demise.

-Hamna kbdeot
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Preface

Enforced Disappearances have long been a taint on the
human rights record of Pakistan. Enforced Disappearances
are, to this day, an alarmingly widespread and ongoing issue
and are being committed with impunity in Pakistan and
many parts of the world.

This is an anthology of 10 stories of victims of enforced
disappearances across Pakistan. Families of the enforced
disappeared victims suffer in great agony when their loved
ones disappear and make desperate attempts to find them.
Waiting to find out about an enforced disappeared person’s
fate and whereabouts means living in limbo. The family is
provided with neither the closure of mourning nor a reason
to stop hoping.

The families belong to different parts of the country and have
different  circumstances surrounding the act of
disappearance. However, each one of them goes through the
same grief of losing a loved one, and the torture of not
knowing the truth. The deep wounds inflicted by the State
upon the families of the Disappeared, continue to play havoc
on them psychologically, so much so that trauma and stigma
ruin their relationships with communities and people,
sometimes even decades after the incident.

Defence of Human Rights seeks to shed light on this grave
issue, which not only violates the various human, civil,
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economic, social, and cultural rights of the victims and their
families but also has a negative impact on communities as a
whole by instilling fear and a sense of insecurity in them.

The Defense of Human Rights of Pakistan aims to bring this
issue to the frontline through a project supported by the
Taiwan Foundation of Democracy, “to highlight the
sufferings of the victims of Enforced Disappearance and to
find a way forward to this grave human rights violation
through publications;” in order to highlight this issue
regarding the violation of fundamental rights in Pakistan.
Thus, bringing it into the eyes of every conscientious citizen
who can play a role in finding a solution to this burning issue.



About Defence of Human Rights

Defence of Human Rights and Public Service Trust Pakistan
or simply DHR is an independent non-governmental, non-
profit organization that was born out of the personal
experience of the victims of enforced disappearance, which
is a form of torture not only for the victims but for the
families of the victims as well.

Our prime work involves striving for freedom, democracy
and the rule of law through a three-step strategy, i.e.
research, awareness and action (such as providing legal and
economic aid) for the victims of enforced disappearance and
torture. Providing such aid is possible only in a democratic
political system in which the government is accountable to
its own people; the rule of law prevails; freedoms of
expression, association, belief, and respect for the rights of
everyone irrespective of creed or caste or religion are
guaranteed. The non-violent civic initiative is the tool DHR
depends upon to reach a point where no one can stand in the
way of individual freedom.

DHR Pakistan is one of the very few organizations founded
by the victims of human rights violations. The organization
is registered under the Trust Act 1882 of Pakistan. It was
founded by Mrs. Amina Masood Janjua after the abduction
of her husband, Mr. Masood Janjua, on July 30th, 2005.



After facing a wall from all directions, regarding Masood's
whereabouts, Amina decided to go for public
demonstrations outside Parliament House in Islamabad.

The public demonstrations started by one family were soon
joined by hundreds of other aggrieved families whose loved
ones had disappeared. After the continuous struggle and
demonstrations, the Supreme Court of Pakistan took suo
motu notice of the missing persons.

After this progress, Mrs. Amina Masood wrote applications
to the Supreme Court for all of the missing persons. Hence,
as a result of public, media, and legal pressure, many illegal
detainees were released.

Soon, the struggle for the disappeared took the form of
rallies, protests, raising awareness through seminars and
campaigns, and filing cases of the Enforced Disappeared in
the Supreme Court.

So far, DHR Pakistan has registered more than 2800 cases
of enforced disappearance, out of which 900+ have been
resolved despite the meagre resources of the organization.
The remaining people are still missing. The efforts included
writing letters and meetings with the high ups such as the
prime minister, President and Chief of Army staff as well as
Chief Justice of Pakistan. Apart from that, leaders of major
political parties were also approached in person by the
chairperson herself.



Many international organizations, such as Amnesty
International and HRCP, have been supporting DHR for the
last 16 years. DHR is also a member of AFAD (Asian
Federation against Involuntary Disappearances), which
supports the organization in all its current events. The cases
of Enforced Disappearance were also reported to the media
and International Human Rights Organizations. This issue
was raised, debated and Point-of-Orders were obtained many
times in the Parliament.

The Defense of Human Rights is continually working for all
the enforced disappeared persons in Pakistan and is a symbol
of hope for thousands of families whose loved ones are
victims of this torture.

The Chairperson, along with her entire team, is confident
that their struggle will bring hundreds of people home to
their loved ones. The Defence of Human Rights believes that
every citizen has an equal right to justice and freedom, and
hence will keep on working till the issue of enforced
disappearance is resolved in the region.



About Taiwan Foundation for
Democracy

Taiwan's peaceful transition to democracy is not only a
historical accomplishment for its twenty-three million
people, but a landmark in the worldwide spread of
democracy. Only after years of struggle and effort could this
transformation take place. We must never forget this history,
for it shapes the cornerstone of our continued commitment
to the principles of democracy and human rights.

The Foundation was established with an inter-related, two-
tracked mission in mind. Domestically, the TFD strives to
play a positive role in consolidating Taiwan's democracy and
fortifying its commitment to human rights.

Internationally, the Foundation hopes to become a strong
link in the world's democratic network, joining forces with
related organizations around the world. Through the years,
Taiwan has received valuable long-term assistance and
stalwart support from the international community, and it is
now time to repay that community for all of its efforts.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs initiated the Taiwan
Foundation for Democracy project in 2002. After much
research and careful evaluation, the Ministry integrated the
required resources from many sectors of society. In January
2003, the Ministry obtained the support of all political
parties to pass the budget for the Foundation in the
legislature.



TFD formally came into being on June 17, 2003, with its first
meeting of the Board of Trustees and Supervisory Board. At
that meeting, Legislative Yuan President Wang Jin-pyng
was elected TFD’s first chairman, serving until 2016. On
March 23, 2016, Legislative Yuan President Su Jia-chyuan
was elected its second chairman, and on March 5, 2020, the
current chairman You Si-kun was elected.

According to its By-laws, the TFD is governed by a total of
seventeen trustees and five supervisors, representing
political parties, the government, academia, non-
governmental organizations, and the business sector.



Zahid & Sadiqg Ameen

Dates of Disappearances: 11th July 2014 & 9th March 2021

On a cold late night in March 2021, Sultan heard a knock at
his door. His heart leapt as it brought him flashbacks of a
similar unfortunate night almost 7 years back.

Sultan’s brother Zahid was taken away on July 11th, 2014
by an unknown person who claimed to be from a premier
intelligence agency in the country. No due process followed
after the abduction of Zahid.

Sultan, along with his other family members, tried his best
to file an FIR but to no avail as the respective police station
of their area blatantly refused to register it. Hence, Sultan set
it upon himself to seek justice for his beloved brother and
knocked on every door that had even the slightest possibility
of getting him closer to his brother. “I wrote to the Prime
Minister, the provincial and federal ministers, social
workers and different legislators, but to no avail. Let alone
earning their assistance in my struggle, I didn’t even hear a
response to any of the letters | wrote and posted with so
much hope,” says Sultan in a heartbroken tone.

Fortunately, he came across the Defence of Human Rights
the very same year and with their help, was able to
successfully file the First Information Report (FIR). The
successful accomplishment of one step toward his goal gave
him the strength to knock on a lot more doors than before. A



written petition was submitted to the High Court and the
Commission of Enquiry on Enforced Disappearances was
also reached out to in an endeavour to safely track Zahid.
However, no hope bore fruit as the institutions simply went
on with their convenient discussions and no concrete steps.
Eventually, what was initially perceived as a matter of a few
months (as per the police’s statement) has become a 7-year
old case today, with no trace of Zahid.

Despite his apprehensions, Sultan answered the door only to
have his worst fear realized. A few armed men pushed their
way inside the house, enquiring about his other brother,
named Sadig. They stormed into the bedroom without
answering any questions. The fear-stricken parents tried to
make sense of the situation and fainted after anticipating a
similar fate for their other son as well. Once again, another
brother of Sultan was taken away without any explanation,
warning, or evidence of a criminal record or charge.

To this day, Sultan knocks on each door that might bring him
justice, but the consecutive years of seemingly futile struggle
have made him fear for not only the lives of his abducted
brothers but also for his own and his remaining family
members. He pleads:

"Take them away, keep them there, and punish them, but at
least tell us what their sin is. Even if they have killed
hundreds of people, present them in court, bring in the
evidence, and pronounce them guilty after a proper trial.
This way, our entire family has been held hostage for years.
On what account? We have absolutely no clue!”
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Sajid Mehmood
Date of Disappearance: 14th March 2016

A father of three daughters and the sole breadwinner of his
family was taken away on an unfortunate night in March
2016. Without any production of a warrant or rendering of
any verbal explanation, Sajid Mehmood was snatched away
from an affluent family, which lived, presumably, in a safe
area of the capital city of Pakistan. The kids still get the most
horrible nightmares as a result of that episode of the
abduction of their father that unfolded right in front of their
eyes.

The wife of the abducted is left clueless to mourn the
situation having no power to do anything to alleviate the
suffering. The Courts stated that they have no clue of the
missing person’s whereabouts, whereas the police said they
had no answer to the questions of his loved ones, and
similarly, the government had nothing helpful to offer.

Sajid’s daughter narrates that he could never tolerate seeing
the national flag on the ground and would even stop driving
to pick it up if he ever found a paper flag on the road. He
would always give it the utmost respect and would hoist a
large green and white parcham on his house every
Independence Day. She goes on to mention that even though
he held the flag in such high regard, “the systems that existed
under the flag that he loved had failed him.”
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The family of the abducted faced several other issues
following Sajid's disappearance, which included a severe
financial crunch (due to the loss of the only breadwinner)
and general insecurity (due to the loss of the ‘man of the
house”’).

After a prolonged and tiring legal battle, the High Court has
passed an order to pay monthly expenses to the family of the
abducted.

Imagine the agony these people would be living in because
they had received no closure regarding the whereabouts of a
loved one. One does not know if they are dead or alive,
healthy or emaciated, sane or insane. Not just the abducted
are tortured in this way, but their entire family dies a million
deaths each day and night.

Sajid’s case is the same, where not only the victim suffered,
but the entire family was pushed into the dark abyss of
difficulties and insecurities, where the kids were forced to
grow up without a father, and the wife was forced to live the
remaining years of her life fighting for someone who was
nowhere to be found.

They keep wondering what the purpose remains of the state
and its institutions if they are barely able to function.

Sajid’s parents have grown older, missing him each day. His

daughters have grown up and have crossed various
milestones in their lives in his absence.
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In the words of his daughter, “I found myself not cherishing,
rather dreading every milestone we achieved.”

His wife has been in an endless struggle to not leave any
doorstep unapproached that might have the slightest ray of
hope. The mind cannot possibly stop thinking of the miseries
that this family - just like so many other ones - has to go
through without even having knowledge of what they have
done to deserve all of that.
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Abdullah Umar
Date of Disappearance: 19th June 2015

The father of a young boy is taken away, and the mourning
family is left behind with no closure at all. Abdullah was
taken in 2017 as he went to offer his Taraweeh prayers on
the second night of Ramadan. He went out that night, never
to return to his home and family.

There has been no sign of him since then. His wife, Zainab,
tried calling his cousin, who went with him, and got worried
to death when he also didn’t pick up. As the men of the
family went out to search, they returned with horrifying and
earth-shattering news for the rest of the family.

Zainab wasn’t herself after learning that her dear spouse had
been taken away. She recalls, “When I realized something
terrible had happened to him, he had been taken to a place
nobody knew and perhaps would never know the directions
to. | couldn't eat, sleep, or do anything else to maintain my
functionality for a long time. 1 just lay on my prayer mat and
prayed for his return, day in and day out.” As she came back
to a sufficient level of mental consciousness, she went to the
nearest police station to file the case. She regularly attended
his court hearings and complied with all the legal formalities,
leaving no stone unturned as far as the efforts to find
Abdullah were concerned.
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Abdullah’s son was not told for a long time that his father
was abducted by the intelligence. He was lied to by his
mother that “his dad was abroad and he talked to his mum
once he went to sleep.” The family dreaded the day when
the son would find out the truth.

Very recently, when the son discovered the truth about his
father’s situation, the once cheerful child became a mess. He
is mostly silent and unusually scared of strangers. Therefore,
this is not merely about the abducted but also about the
peace, welfare, and development of everyone else associated
with him.

In 2018, the court ruled that the accused should be produced
in a matter of a few months, otherwise the Prime Minister
should resign and the family should be provided with a hefty
sum of money, but to no avail, as there was still no sign of
the accused being presented in court. It has been three years
since his wife has been fighting the case after that verdict as
well and there seems to be no hope whatsoever as far as the
chances of Abdullah being reproduced through legal means
are concerned.
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Altaf Ali Shah
Date of Disappearance: 19th Sep 2009

“My mother cries hysterically before Allah each night,
asking him to safely return her boy to her,” says the brother
of Altaf Ali Shah, recalling the time when he was abducted
from his home in 2009 in front of his parents. The incident
gave them the biggest trauma of their lives.

Altaf Ali Shah was 19 years old at that time and was a
student at Mehran University, Jamshoro. He was called in
for interrogation by someone who identified himself as an
army officer (as far as he knew) and never came back after
that.

As his father approached the said person who took him
away, he was told that he was worrying for no reason and
that the victim would be back within no time and that he was
taken away for some necessary investigation. The father,
along with his uncle, covered the long distance from their
hometown to the valley of Swat to meet the ‘army’ officer
regularly to enquire about his son, but every time he was told
the same story. Today, it has been more than a decade and
there’s still no sign of him.

It has been 12 years since Altaf disappeared, and the entire

family is simply stuck in time. The members of the family
collectively make this appeal to the government:
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“Punish him, if he has done anything wrong. But at least
bring him to the court, produce evidence, and do it through
an official verdict against him.”

The struggle of this family does not end here, as not just
Altaf but quite a few other members of the family were taken
away in the same manner. The list includes Altaf’s cousins
Umar Saeed, Wajid Ali Shah, and Saleem Shah, his uncle
Rooh-ul-Amin, and brother-in-law Amin-ul-Shah.

Due to the consistent and sincere efforts of the Defence of
Human Rights’ Chairperson, Aminah Masood, one of the
missing persons, named Wajid Ali Shah, was reunited with
the family. While this is a milestone that has been achieved,
the family is still anything but secure. Altaf’s brother, Aftab
Shah, says that the injustices that have been done concerning
each missing individual in their family by the ‘security
agencies’ could fill a complete book for each person.

The persons that remained in the family were highly insecure
and doubtful of the legal narrative that was provided
incessantly to their loved ones. Aftab Shah says that he could
have joined some extremist organization to avenge the
atrocities inflicted on his family, but only because of the
support of DHR Pakistan and specifically its chairperson, he
became a human rights defender. He actually enabled other
people from Swat (around 300 in number) to register their
cases and became their voice on television and social media
as well.
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The pain of Altaf’s family, which lost six of its members
through enforced disappearance, is inconceivable to those
who have no such experience in life. It’s not just the loss of

one life or individual, but the entire family is thrust back into
the dark ages with no hope.
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Insaf Dayo
Date of Disappearance: 29th May 2017

This sombre story is about a woman named Agsa Dayo,
whose brother, Insaf Dayo was forcefully abducted from his
own shop in broad daylight in Hyderabad, Sindh.

Agsa Dayo patently described the brutality with which her
brother Insaf was abducted: “On May 29th, 2017 in the
Nazar Muhallah of Hyderabad, my brother was working in
his shop quietly when suddenly a Vigo car, carrying three
policemen and three civilians, hurriedly stopped in front of
the shop and started moving towards my brother. They
started assaulting him and battering him at gunpoint just
before wrapping a matte black cloth around his face to
prevent him from seeing what was happening. They then
dragged and hurled his body inside their car, started it, and
drove away from the scene in seconds. It was the last day
anybody ever saw the face of my brother.”

Around 4 years and 3 months have passed since this incident,
and there is not even a single sign of what happened to Insaf
Dayo or why he was abducted by his assailants. Agsa
revealed: “We have filed a petition in the High Court and the
hearing takes place after around fifteen to thirty days. A
Joint Investigation Team was formed, which has been
conducting an inquiry since then but has not produced
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anything of substance.
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Agsa further revealed how this incident has tormented her
mother and taken a toll on her family’s mental wellbeing.
“Following this horrible incident, my mother’s health has
abysmally deteriorated who was already diagnosed with and
suffering from diabetes mellitus. She has also faced severe
mental shocks, after which we had to get her admitted into a
hospital where she eventually received six-month-long
medical treatment. My own physical and mental health
condition has fallen apart, and my younger sister, who
usually accompanies me on every protest, is going through
severe mental stress and suffering.”

She says that when someone who is so loved and dear to you
goes missing in this way, there are bound to be consequences
that everybody is witnessing right now. “We are extremely
distressed and distraught following the abduction of my
brother. Of course, when a loved one goes missing, the lives
of his family members cannot be easy — they must always
face difficulties and live in pain and agony.” Having been
asked about the degree of support and cooperation her family
received from the state institutions, Agsa Dayo bemoaned
and lamented the lack of assistance they received: “On the
very next day following Insaf’s abduction, my elder brother
went to the police station where he met an officer who just
robbed him off by throwing a few red herrings. We were told
by the high-ranking police officers that our brother had been
abducted by some secretly operating intelligence agency and
we should start arranging protests for him. Since then, we
have visited different cities and regions in search of my
brother and held countless protests, but we have not yet
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earned the fruit of our struggle — my brother is still missing
and God knows where he has been.”

Agsa Dayo is not the only one who is waiting to receive
justice; there are innumerable victims and families in our
country who are hopeless and distressed in the face of the
indifference shown by the state’s institutions. It is, therefore,
appropriate to say that the most important thing in society is
justice, and when a society is unable to deliver it, it is on its
way to wreck and ruin.
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Muhammad Ayub Kandhro
Date of Disappearance: 28th April 2017

This account has been narrated by a girl named Marvi
Kandhro, whose father, Mr. Ayub Kandhro, has been illicitly
disappeared by some unknown people on the Ranipur-
Gambhat national highway. Marvi’s father Ayub Kandhro
was kidnapped on April 28th, 2017, and although more than
4 years have ticked by, Ayub Kandhro is still languishing
somewhere in a prison cell under the watch of his
tormentors.

According to his daughter Marvi Kandhro: "My father was
a government servant who used to work in the public health
department of Sindh. On the day of his abduction, as usual,
my father left early in the morning for work. No one knew
he was going to be abducted and we had just waved him his
last office goodbye.” She went on saying: "When we found
out that my father had been abducted, we went to the police
station to file an official complaint but didn’t receive any
proper response from them. We then went on to file a
petition in the Sindh High Court and the only outcome we
have gotten from pursuing the legal channels is the
continuance of this case up to the present day."

According to Marvi Kandhro, the police seemed completely
uninterested in following their case. Their repeated rounds
to the police stations and courts have brought no fruit for the
family. Ayub Kandhro is still a ‘disappeared person’ and his
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‘unknown’ status brings all kinds of anguish and suffering to
his family members.

“For the past four and a half years, we have staged several
protests in different cities all over Sindh in order to bring the
attention of the state officials and the public to this issue, but
every effort we have made has gone in vain.” She went on
further, saying that “we still don’t know what wrong my
father has done or what his crime is for which he is
perpetually being subjected to suffering and torture without
any judicial order. Neither the police nor the judiciary is
willing to tell us the crime committed by my father. Is this
how justice is served in this country? Is this how the
hardworking citizens of this nation are treated?” These are
some of the screams and questions asked not only by Marvi
but every other victim and his family members that continue
to haunt everyone to this day.

However, unfortunately, these crying questions still go
unanswered. “We have approached several NGOs and law
enforcement agencies as well. However, we are always given
false hopes by the officials and asked to leave. This is why |
appeal to the prime minister and president of Pakistan to
take notice of this issue and at least apprise us of the wrong
my father has committed. We continue to suffer
psychologically and emotionally in his absence.”

Notwithstanding the slackness of the police and the
judiciary, Marvi has never thought to shed her constant
attempts and efforts to retrieve her father back to his normal
life. She still continues to stage protests regarding this matter
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and seeks help from several human rights organisations and
bodies to help her in her resolve to bring her father back.
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Muhammad Asad Ullah
Date of Disappearance: 4th Sep 2012

Zahida Shaheen is a seamstress who has been living in Okara
since 2001. When she spoke of the abduction of her eldest
son Asadullah, her voice was firm and resilient but tempered
by the challenges she has faced all the while. She talked
about her son, Muhammad Asadullah who lived in Lahore —
first as an ACCA student, and later, as a tutor self-sustaining
himself to fund his Masters in English Literature.

Zahida is bravely facing the impact of the disappearance of
her son while living in Okara, with her younger son and a
daughter who is a state prosecutor in the Lahore High Court.
She paints a picture of the anxiety which this separation has
caused. That unfortunate day, Zahida did not hear from her
son but later on, shockingly learnt that there had been a raid
on the premises where Asad lived. Upon reaching Lahore,
she found out that her son had been abducted along with his
motorcycle.

With no recourse available to her, Zahida wrote to Amina
Masood, Chairperson Defence of Human Rights and shared
her agony. It was then that the case was filed and an FIR was
registered. However, Zahida maintains that FIR did not
mention the witnesses of the abduction. Witnesses for
Asadullah — neighbours and the landlord of the premises —
affirmed that the incident had taken place in front of their
eyes. But in the Commission of Inquiry on Enforced

25



Disappearances, authorities excluded these testimonies at
the behest of the police. Cutting out press clippings and
presenting them to the Commission — an act borne out by
Zahida herself — the case was finally registered. Justice
(Retd.) Javed Igbal is the Chair of this Commission. Victims
come and go to attend the hearings of this commission for
years but only to hear the false hopes and observe impunity.
Zahida complains that this is not a forum for us, the
aggrieved but an instrument to save the perpetrators. This
Commission disposed of the case of Zahida’s still
disappeared son, mentioning that they have no clue of his
whereabouts, therefore have given the case to the
Government.

It’s been 8 years now — Zahida used to find hope when she
looked at other families whose disappeared loved ones had
returned home. But that hope too has diminished now.
Zahida says that the Commission has stopped reporting to
her; instead, they have washed their hands off the matter by
saying that the file has been “transferred to the Authorities.”

Asadullah used to be the breadwinner of her family — a
hardworking, conscientious, and intellectually curious
young man. Without him around, Zahida's world has
darkened. She sadly describes how she raised Asad with
love and care and happily faced all the difficulties as a single
mother.

In dire situations like these, the sense of agony and anxiety
felt by the family members is aptly described by Zahida in
these words: “Everything is finished, there’s no hope left
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now.” Her message to those who are undergoing the same
dilemma is to: “get together and fight as a group under the
banner of DHR, not as individuals; so we can really attempt
to make an impact.”
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Shabbir Ahmad
Date of Disappearance: 4th Oct 2016

Shabbir Ahmed with his wife went to Turbat on a holiday
trip on Oct 4, 2016, and was arrested with 25 others. All
except him were released. Travelling from her home in
District Awaran, Balochistan, Seema accompanied her
sister-in-law to register an FIR. She says that the police
refused to register an FIR against FC Personnel, as
confirmed by Seema’s sister-in-law, an eye witness. They
petitioned in the High Court after travelling to Quetta. After
several appeals, including one to the Commission on
Enforced Disappearances and only then, did the police
register an FIR — as recent or rather as late as 2020.

This senseless tragedy has struck this family twice —
Seema’s cousin Zaffar Baloch was abducted by agencies on
24th Oct 2013, on a break from his work in Dubai, and living
in Pattoki. This calamity struck them without any
foreboding. Perhaps this is the most sinister cruelty of
enforced disappearances. They can happen anywhere to
anyone, and their records can be expunged from the masses’
minds. No one must know they ever existed. And this is also
what happened to Seema’s brother. But Seema didn’t give

up.
Seema describes how they tried to meet with the Chief

Minister of Balochistan. Recently, she went to Islamabad in
March 2021, to meet with Prime Minister Imran Khan. It’s
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been 6 months since he consoled these victims for the tracing
of their loved ones, but there’s been no progress since. The
same dismal trend follows in Commission hearings. She
describes an incident in which, upon questioning the
Commission on progress on her brother’s recovery for the
fifth year straight, she was berated by Justice Fazlur
Rehman, who chairs the Commission in Balochistan. This
apathy regarding practical and conscientious dedication by
Commission members is in stark contrast to the sensitivity
required when dealing with such a cruel thing as enforced
disappearance.

She also describes the stigma of being a woman and fighting
for her brother and cousin, and how threats by extended
relatives, neighbours, tribal elders, and others, have warned
her of the dire consequences of speaking up for her brother.
At the risk of being a threat to her younger brothers, she had
to remain silent for a year. But she also describes her parents
as her greatest strength, who urged her to keep fighting.
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Muhammad Aslam

Date of Disappearance: 19th May 2015
Time 12 noon

Asma, Muhammad Aslam’s sister, talks about her brother in
a feeble and burdened with grief voice. Muhammad Aslam,
a conductor of an oil vehicle, was abducted at gunpoint by
security personnel on 19th May 2015. The family consists of
his sister, his father, and his mother. It is a small family,
living in zilla Qallat in Balochistan, and each member of the
family is experiencing the loss in their own way.

Haji Muhammad Ishag, who is the father of Muhammad
Aslam, says he suffers from trauma and immense grief as a
result of which he frequently falls down wherever he goes,
whether in the mosque, at home, or on the roads. He is
unconscious of what is happening to him. In the same way,
he faints in front of people of authority, while seeking
recourse through them.

With the victim’s family, the conversation is laced with one
belief: “La illaha illalah Muhammad ur Rasollullah,” the
proclamation of the Oneness of Allah. He went to Sardar
Ataullah Mengal and shared his plea with them, but received
no satisfactory response.

The victim’s mother suffers from paralysis and is extremely
sick and bedridden. One particularly harrowing incident
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related by them shows us her state of mind when she lives in
hope of seeing her son before her final hour approaches.

Outside the family, there is no help. The family lost
Muhammad Aslam’s fiancé, who excused herself from
continuing the engagement. Haji Ishaq says that this felt like
both his son and his daughter had left them. Any relationship
they had with his fiancé, or with anyone in the outside world,
was through Aslam, as he was the young man of the house.
Muhammad Ishaq has only one message for the government
— “return my son only. I need nothing else.”

Asma, Muhammad Aslam’s sister, describes the family’s
sufferings, from economic hardships to isolation, to
emotional agony and the physical disabilities of her parents,
as devastating and nerve-wracking. The family faces
ostracization by their extended family networks as well.

She also sheds light on the inciting issues that led to the
disappearance. Asma says there was a spate of forced
disappearances around her brother’s workplace, and she had
brought it up with him, but he had assured her that those who
are innocent like themselves have nothing to fear. A few
days later, she got a call that Aslam had also been abducted.
Asma swears to the Qur’an and says this is a personal
animosity that someone has taken out on her brother and he
was completely innocent.

Asma concludes with the following words: “this grief is as
if our entire family has also disappeared along with our
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brother. It is not just our brother who has been abducted, it
is our whole family that has been erased.”
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Samiullah & Amanullah

Date of Disappearances: 8" Dec 2017

A long-ago disappearance is just as traumatic as the one
experienced a day before. The edge of pain is not blunted by
time; rather, it only grows more acute. This is true for the
family of Samiullah, a resident of zilla Mehmand KPK who
has been declared ‘disappeared’ without a trace. He
disappeared on December 8th, 2017 and it has been over 4
years since then. During this time, his four children —
Zabihullah, Fatiha, Sidra, Rugayya — and his wife, along
with the rest of his family, suffered from economic, social,
and psychological aftermath. It is hard to ascertain which of
these several lives have been most affected.

As one peruses the list of the affectees and dependents of the
person who disappeared, it is as if the whole family has lost
its face, its figurehead. These four children have suffered,
and continue to suffer, the greatest injustices in their young
lives. They endure illness, separation, and loneliness, and
live without any economic or emotional support. They are
growing up without a formal education. This sheds a light on
the cycle of dependence and despondency that enforced
disappearances foster, in addition to being blatantly abusive
and barbarous.

There are six brothers, excluding Samiullah, but they don’t
have a family business to fall back on. Their father, too,
suffered a heart attack and passed away upon hearing of
Samiullah's news. Their mother suffers from depression and
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fatigue — and also from the fact that she may not be able to
see her son in this final phase of her life. Still, Samiullah’s
family keeps on fighting adversity on every level.

On one hand, there is a lack of solidarity and neglect from
society, and on the other, it is the financial predicament they
face. The third is, of course, grief. It feels like they have been
living in a void since the disappearance isolated them from
the rest of the world.

Samiullah’s cousin also disappeared on 1st Oct 2014 — his
name is Amanullah. He too has four children. Their names
are Rehman, Farman, Abdul Aziz, Marwa. They are also
growing up without any proper education. Amanullah does
not have a brother; in fact, he is the only son of his family,
and his disappearance has left a similar mark on his family.

Two such incidents in the same extended family have left
them without any hope of recovery or any sense of justice.
The dagger of the State hangs above their heads perpetually,
and the stigma is overpowering. At this time, the family
bands together, while everyone else seems to have ostracized
them. The despair here is beyond words.

This twin tragedy that has been heaped on a single family is
a testament to the failure of the security apparatus and the
judicial process, which has been unable to return them to
their families. This means, any chance of access to justice,
due process and survival has been denied to both the
“Disappeared” and their families.
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